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ﬂ%\ K This past year has been an exciting
one for League members. The merit
judicial programs were well
received and educational for league
members, guests, and participants. Voter
service activities served the public of all ages
in this most exciting election year.

The Legislative Visit Day/Sunshine day was
a big success. In my position representing
the LWVMS on the MS Center for
Information Board, | made event
arrangements for the press conference that
took place on the steps of the capitol.
Speakers were Leonard VanSkykes, MCFOI,
Senator David Blount, Barbara Powell,
representing Common Cause, Brent Cox,
from ACLU, and myself, for LWVMS. In
addition, the LWVMS invited people to make
suggestions on ways to increase openness in
government at the state, county and city
levels.
The following are their suggestions:
State government:
1. List MS programs using the American

Recovery & Reinvestment Act on the

Web site www.staterecovererey.org &

put www.recovery.gov on the MS

Legislative Web site.

2. Limit the cost for public records.

3. Paroleboarddo0 Docket 6 Li st

Review on Web site.

4. List Medicaid expenditures on Web
using child, adult and payment
categories.

5. Post agencydsbo
site.

6. Announce & post conference
commi ttee meetingso
numbers on Web.

7. Show with a strike-through any
language being deleted from bills.

8. Put more public records, such as the
state budget, on Missis si ppi 0 s
Web site.

http:www.lwv-ms.org
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Ellen Russak, Editor

9. Put prison information on the Web
site such as the number of women in
training programs, number of child
care hours provided, number of
children served, etc.

County government:

1. Stop charging for information
requests from county government.

2. Hold meetings in facilities large
enough for citizens to attend.

3. Advertise time, date, and location
of meetings early in the paper and
on the Web.

4. List campaign finance reports of
county officials running for office.

5. Reduce the waiting period to
obtain information.

6. Release information on 9ll
revenues and expenditures.

7. List candidates running for office
on the county Web sites.

8. List county budgets on the county
Web site.

City government:

1. Stop charging for information
requests from local government.

2. Put the city budget on the city Web
site.

3. Reduce the waiting period to
obtain information.

or Rapfdd nfeetings in rooms large
enough for people to attend.

5. Answer questions about the kinds
of chemicals being sprayed for
mosquitoes and its effects on

on t B&terfiBstand fireflies, etc.

6. Provide better Web site search

processing.
me &7 Ii8tDiblic meetings where elected
officials appear.

Looking forward to seeing everyone at
Convention!

s t aRran Lej®#sident


http://www.staterecovererey.org/
http://www.recovery.gov/

Staying Warm & Living Green
Eleanor Revelle, LWVUS Climate Chang e
Task Force (edited for space)

Spring may be here but when
cold weather strikes again,
heating bills will soar and not
only is it hard on the
checkbook; it also means increased
greenhouse gas emissions. What is a
thrifty, ecologically-minded person to do?
Answer: Improve your home’s
Performance! You have no control over
the outside temperature but you can
control the energy usage of your home.
*These suggestions pertain to conserving

air conditioning energy as well as heat.

1. Dialing down the thermostat is
the most direct step you can take.
Installing a programmable
thermostat can also bring
significant energy savings. This
device automatically adjusts the
temperature setting for your home
when less heat is needed 6 for
example, when you are asleep or
away for the day.

2. Taking steps to minimize heat
loss from your home. Adding
insulation is one of the most cost-
effective improvements you can
make, and the attic is the best and
easiest place to start. Proper
insulation levels in the walls,
foundation, and basement or crawl
space will also help make your
house tighter and more
comfortable. Seal air leaks; a major
source of heat loss in older homes.

You can spot many of these
problem areas on you own with a
do-it-yourself home energy audit or
you can arrange for a professional
auditor to carry out a more
thorough assessment of your
home. Some utility companies
conduct audits or can recommend
an energy auditor.

3. Improve the efficiency of your
heating system by insulating
ducts (if you have a furnace) or hot
water/steam pipes (for a boiler)
that pass through unheated
spaces, changing the furnace air
filter regularly, and arranging for
regular professional maintenance.
Your heating service company can
also advise you as to whether
replacing your existing furnace or
boiler with a new, high-efficiency
unit would make sense.

4. If you are planning on remodeling
your current home or building a
new one, you have the opportunity

to OoObuild greenodo from

making it a priority to incorporate
energy-efficient design features and
take advantage of new technologies
and materials, you can have a
high-performance home that

minimizes energy consumption and
maximizes comfort and durability.
But you dondt have t
house to save energy. Every small

step that each of us takes to

| mprove our homeds en

efficiency will achieve savings and
help reduce global warming.

Resources for Home Energy Audits:
T The U. S. Dept . of Ene

0Consumerodos Guide to

Efficiency and Renewa

(http://appsl.eere.energy.gov/c
onsumer/yourhome) includes a
helpful tutorial on home energy
audits as well as other helpful,
detailed information.

T 0Home Energy Savero
(http://hes.lbl.gov) is a web-
based do-it-yourself energy audit
tool.

1 Consumers can find a certified
energy rater in their state through
t h &Resaential Energy Services
Net work Certified Rat
(www.resnet.us/directory/raters.
aspx)


http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/consumer/yourhome
http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/consumer/yourhome
http://hes.lbl.gov/

Jackson Area League Report
Barbara Powell, President

Our January meeting focused on the
20009 Legislative Session and issues of
importance to League. The discussion
was led by members of the League Lobby
Corps, Mary Margaret Bollinger, past
LWVMS President, Fran Leber, LWVMS
President, and Barbara Powell, Jackson
Area League President.

For our March meeting, members were
encouraged to participate in the State
Leagueds Legislative
Capitol, March 17.

In order to provide voters with

information on municipal candidates, our

League is partnering with The Clarion
Ledgert o publ i sh a
Questionnaire for the metropolitan area.
In addition, LWV and The Clarion Ledger
will sponsor a forum in each Jackson
ward for city council candidates.
Members Kay Brodbeck and Judy Lacy
have done a great job setting this up. In
addition, the League will operate an
Election Day Hotline.

The Jackson League Annual Meeting
will be April 25th, Besides election of
officers and the business meeting, we will
attempt to reach consensus on the
National Popular Vote Issue.

Gulf Coast League Report
Alma Lindsey, President

On February 5th, six members of the
Gulf Coast League attended a Forum for
Municipal candidates at the Mary C.
O'Keefe Cultural Center for Arts and
Entertainment in Ocean Springs. We set
up a League table with brochures and
League Information and also attended
the forum. Three Candidates for mayor,
fourteen candidates vying for the six
ward aldermen seats, and one candidate
running for the at-large seat, answered
questions from Coast Young

Professionals - MS Gulf Coast, part of
the MS Gulf Coast Chamber of
Commerce. The forum was also hosted
by the Ocean Springs Record (three of the
six are Ocean Springs Residents). League
members attending were Bill and Alma
Lindsey, Oscar Eckhoff, Margene
Minor, Dr. Al Eickleman and Mary Jo
Morgan. We gave out lots of information
and we all went for coffee and dessert
after the Forum where we discussed
League Matters.

. Gulfport, Long Beach, Pass Christian,
Vi sgibervilé Baufidr, PisBafoula, and Bay
St. Louis, have other candidates who
have not filed at this time. | will be
following the elections and will discuss

them with League members who are

Candi daftesldents in those cities.

We added a member who has been
inactive since Katrina; we are glad to
welcome back Elaine Barnes from
Gulfport.

We sadly lost a beloved long time
member and past Gulf Coast League
president, Gigi Sandburg. Our
condolences go out to her husband,
Glen. Gigi was an accomplished
musician who played a specially made
five-string instrument that could play
either violin or viola parts. She also was a
puppeteer and an active hydroponics
gardener. Wherever Gigi went, she
sprinkled her own form of magical Pixie
dust: a combination of enthusiasm,
positivity, intellectual energy, and
knowledge - all in the service of making
the world a better place to live. She will
be missed.

(1926-2009)



LWVUS Hails New Era of Transparency
Obama Signs Presidential Memos for
Government Transparency, Openness

Washington, DC - The LWV applauds
President Obamads bol
creating a more open and transparent

LWVUS Suspends The
National Voter &

At its last board meeting, the /\/

LWVUS decided to suspend
magazine (paper and digital) until the

spuldipasiontofoTveaNatibnal Voter

federal government on his first day in Leagueds fi realtheres ar e h
of fice. O0To make a c¢ ommiPublieatidn cdsts for The Voter are
transparency on day one demonstrates prohibitive in a time of budget cutbacks.
that the Obama Administration is The Board and the LWVUS staff are
prepared to improve the way Washington committed to finding new ways to deliver
wor ks for all Amer i cans , imformagiondto ddamembebs and
Wil son, LWV President. dsGiporen. Théeyevill keep us informed
gravity of the issues facing our nation, as they move forward. Please read the
the League is encouraged weekly Leadersd Updates
XN b y the admini st r aiteilwowwdns/.org). Please also share
o strong recognition of the them with other members and remind
NS need to increase public them to send National their e-mail
gg access to the addresses. Questions and comments can
governmental decisions be sent to Board Member Nancy Eitreim
and policies that aff ec tatmeitrtim@speakeasy.aet s, 6
Wil son stated. o0The two memos that, .
President Obama signed about LWVUS 2009 Legislative Priorities
development of an Open Government The LWVUS Board announced Global
Directive and chang_lng the way the Climate Change and Health Care to be
federal government interprets the their top legislative priorities. DC Voting
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) are Rights and Election Administration are
significant first steps. The League and second tier priorities. The LWVUS
other good government groups have been prioritizes issues for advocacy in order to
calling for just these kinds of actions for focus limited resources on those issues
several years now.o where it is considered the League can
- - - have a meaningful impact. Others issues
“Democracies die behind will also considered if need arises.
closed doors.”
Written into a federal appeals court ruling Want to Take the Citizenship test?!
in 2002 by Judge Damon  Keith. Okay you red-
blooded
?
Cute Pictorial Review Leaguers...let’s see
of All Our Presidents how you do on this
test!! Try this out d
Beginning with George Washington, all — i t0s educationa

the way to Barack Obama, each
President morphs into the following one.
Set to Ravel's "Bolero” - turn your volume
up!

http:/ /www.flixxy.com:80/presidents-
morphing.htm

fun. 24 out of 30 is considered a passing
grade. Supposedly 96% of all high school
seniors FAILED
not bad enough, 50+% of all individuals
over 50 did too.

Go to the link; see how you do!
http://games.toast.net/independence

t htihsa ttdess t


http://www.flixxy.com/presidents-morphing.htm
http://www.flixxy.com/presidents-morphing.htm
http://www.lwv.org/
mailto:neitreim@speakeasy.net

AAUW Partners with LWV 4/

The AAUW (American Association of
University Women) ran the following nice
articleintheirnews | et ter .
the League of Women Voters encourage
AAUW branches and local Leagues to
work together on voter outreach and
education activities as some localities
have done in the past. By pooling
resources, volunteers, and expertise, we
can extend our reach and build on our
history of collaboration and partnership.
To find a League in your community, go
to www.lwv.org. Of course, it's possible
that a local league might contact your
branch first. To access the League's "one-
stop-shop” for election related
information, visit www.VOTE411.0org. 0

For more specific MS info, goto  www.lwv-
ms.org and click on elections. Editor

League Turns 89!

Val entineds Day
lovers; it is also the birthday
of the League of Women
Voters which started in
1920 as a roll-over from the
suffragist organization. As a
note of interest, in 1905 - President
Grover Cleveland wrote an article for
Ladies Home Journal , joining others in
the U.S. who opposed women voters.
The president said, "We all know how

much further women go than men in their
social rivalries and jealousies... sensible

and responsible wom en do not want to
vote. The relative positions to be assumed

by men and women in the working out of

our civilization were assigned long ago by

a higher intelligence.”

National Popular Vote Compact Study

NPV Study Scope: As a result of action
taken by delegates at the LWVUS
Convention 2008, a LWVUS Committee
was charged to: 0Study the

using the National Popular Vote Compact
among the states as a method for electing
the President. 6

0 A A UVWimetine:

Sept. 2008 - April 30, 2009 ¢ Local
Leaguesand | LOGOs take
>>May 1, 2009 0 DEADLINE for the
LWVUS to receive consensus response
forms.

May 1 - June 1, 2009 6 NPV Compact
Study Committee determines consensus
and formulates a position.

June 11, 2009 6 LWVUS Board adopts
the position at board meeting associated
with Council 2009.

Educating Members: Available
informational materials can be used to
educate members and the public. A
study is always a good opportunity to
attract potential members and obtain
visibility for the League. Materials can be
obtained at: http://www.lwv.org/NVP

| &HelK Out Biffdrent Vdting Systems

There are many different voting systems
and the one the U.S. uses now utilizes
the Electoral College to elect the
president. It is not only possible to elect a
president who has not gained the
mayjority of votes, it has happened several
times. The many different systems can
be confusing but wikipedia.org, an on-
line encyclopedia, gives a nice nutshell
coverage of the main ones.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voting s
ystem

Get Well Greetings!

Bill Lindsey suffered several bad falls
and spent time in the hospital. He is
home and doing much better now and we
wish him and Alma well.

advisabil

conse



http://go/
http://www.vote411.org/
http://www.lwv-ms.org/
http://www.lwv-ms.org/
http://www.lwv.org/NVP
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voting_system
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voting_system

National League Report
Deloris Lee, National Issues Chair

Happy Womends
History month

(March) from the
LWVUS!

LWVUS President
Wilson sent a letter
to Senate Rules
Committee Chair
Charles Schumer,
urging attention to
several urgent
problems: (1) enforcement of Section 7 of
the National Voter Registration Act of
1993 (Motor Voter). Section 7 lists the
places that are required to register
voters; limitations on third party voter
registration drives (such as those done by
the LWV) by states and localities; 2) the
proper implementation of statewide voter
registration databases and proper
purging of voter rolls.

The National League has endorsed
passage of “Stop Trading on
Congressional Knowledge Act”
(H.R.682). An Act to prohibit securities
and commodities based on nonpublic
information relating to Congress, and to
require additional reporting by Members
and employees of Congress of se curities
transaction, and for other purposes.

An amicus ofriend
courtdé brief was ed
federal case regarding o

0soft moneyo

contributions. (See Civ.
No0.08-1953, U S District
Court for the District of
Columbia).

Monday, February 23, 2009 was

desi gnat NatonaGall dnDay 6 i n
support of SB160, The DC House Voting
Rights Act of 2009. Members were

urged to call their Senators in support of
this legislation. This passed the Senate

and would allow Washington, D.C. to
have one Representative in the House
and would increase
Representatives by one in order keep the
political balance the same.

LWVUS released a Fact Sheet on

Climate Change - Effective Cap and
Trade System, and a Fact Sheet on
Climate Change - Cutting Greenhouse
Gas Emissions . The first fact sheet
outlines key elements in an effective cap
and trade system for polluters, and the
second one outlines why the U.S. must
support aggressive action on reducing
greenhouse gases. For questions or
further information, contact Task Force
Chair Janis McMillen at
jkmcmillen@kc.rr.com

Thi

LWVUS Council 2009 will

be a ovirtual o r
Oi-mer sond meet.
will allow many more

members to participate. It

will be Saturday, June 13,
from 12 to 4 p.m. Central Standard
Time. More detailed information will be
sent to State Leagues as the details are
worked out and the program finalized.
The basic equipment you will need to
participate is a computer with high speed
internet access and a speaker phone.
Questions can be sent to Cheryl Graeve

f t h eat cqgraeve@Ilwv.org or Board Member
iMary Klenz at klenzm@bellsouth.net.

The Health Care Educati
proposal for educating members and the
public on various health care topics was
approved. The Task Force will first write

a series of fact sheets on health care in
America, followed by in-depth articles on
selected health care-related topics. The

first series of fact sheets will be available

this spring. ®
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2009 MS Legislative Report
(As of March 26, 2009)

Southaven, killing the bill in the

committee. He said that the bill would

i i allow felons to gain suffrage and it would

The following are bills that LWVMS enable dcrack deal ersé t
supported that have passed the on juries. The bill actually prohibited
legislature and the Governor has signed. both of these things.

Also the bills that we opposed that died.

Education Bills

Election Bills _ HB 728 - Changes the manner of
HB 312 - Amends the law to require selectin& the County Superintendent of

county Registrardos offi cgRfeatlofih Eefrdin dountidsFrbrf the
to be open to register qualified electors elective method to the appointive

until noon on the Saturday immediately method. The bill requires a referendum.
preceding the thirtieth day before any The effective date would begin January 1,
regularly scheduled primary or general 2012. The US Justice Department must
election. The law now says the give approval as required under the

Regi st r arntagbeopehed.c e Voting Right Act of 1965,

Representative Perkins was the author of

this bill. The US Justice Department SB 2314 - Authorizes local school

must give approval as required under the districts to operate and expend funds

Voting Right Act of 1965. from any available source for Voluntary
i i Early Childhood Education programs

HB 1_526 - Prov_lde_s that candldat_es for (Children less then 5 years old). The

Election Commissioner shall qualify not programs shall not conflict with the Early

later then the first Monday in June in the Learning Collaborative Act of 2007. The

year their election occurs. It revises the Act will take affect and be in force on

date which runoff elections take pla_ce July 1, 2009.

from 2 weeks after the general election to

three weeks after the general election. Cigarette Tax - The cigarette tax died

Representative Reynolds, chair of the when House and Senate leaders could

House Election and Apportionment not agree on how much to raise the tax.

committee, authored the bill. This bill Senate conferees wanted

will take effect after receiving approval the total per-pack tax to not %p

from the US Justice Department as exceed 60 cents. House

required under the Voting Right Act of lawmakers stood at 80

1965. cents.

HB 1533 - After all of the other bills that Session Extended - Both legislative

included Voter ID failed, HB 1533 passed houses voted to extend the session

the House. Representative Flaggs, a another 30 days for the purpose of filing

member of the black caucus, authored a appropriation bills. This would give them

compromise bill that included early more time to receive information needed

voting and allowed certain felons to vote in the Federal Stimulus Bill. The session

after serving their time. When the bill will end Tuesday, March 31. If the

got to the Senate, Senator Burton, the information is not received by then, they

Elections Chair, had secured the support will return May the 4th or June 1. They

of Lt. Governor Bryant and Governor must meet by June 15 to finish the

Barbour. Strange events continued with budget that will go into effect July 1.

Senator Flowers, a Republican from
Fran Lebekvms President



Pleasedsienyour nominations'by May 5
The awards will be presented at Conventi

Application for the Katharine Rea Membership Award

NAME: Phone: E-mail:
ADDRESS:
LEAGUE: How long in League?

The criterion for this award includes an increase in membership (what is your
Leagueds percent of increase?) anpentrokethebaward
may be a person(s), Unit, or League.

Attach a sheet to explain why this member or League qualifies and return to:
LWVMS, PO Box 55505, Jackson, MS 39295-5505. The deadline is May 5th.

O

Application for the Thelma Worksman Award

NAME: Phone: E-mail:
ADDRESS:
LEAGUE: How long in League?

This award is presented annually to a League member who has influenced
development of the League at the local and state levels; has benefited citizens in
Mississippi through Voter Service, program, and advocacy. The candidate must be
a LWV member for five years or more.

Attach a sheet and explain why this member qualifies and return to LWVMS, PO
Box 55505, Jackson, MS 39295-5505. The deadline is May 5th.

The Following Nominations will be Considered at Convention May 16th

Proposed Nominations: (Nominating Elected Nominating Commaittee:
Committee consists of Kay Brodbeck, Chairman: Mary Margaret Bollinger,
Chair, Judy Barber, & Natalie Maynor) Member: Judy Barber
Elected Officers: ) ) L.
Co-Pres: Fran Leber & Kay Brodbeck Our Legislative Priorities
First Vice President 0 I\/Iembership: Amy Each year in November, the LWVMS
Griggs . . Board chooses our legislative priorities
Second Vice president - Voter Service: for the next legislative year (generally
Stacy Callender Jan. 1 through April or May when the
Treasurer: Judy Michael legislature recesses). Our 2009 priorities
Secretary: Deloris Lee have been:

Elected Directors: 1. The Tobacco Tax

Public Relations: Natalie Maynor 2. Elec_tlon Lavys

The MS Voter Editor: Dierdre Payne 3. Merit Selection of Judges
National Issues: Dick Johnson 4. Education Issues




Immigration legislation

Dierdre Payne , LWVMS Immigration
Director, updated Members on this
legislation at the Legislative Day luncheon
at Galloway Church in Jackson.

There have been 47 documents produced
in the Mississippi legislature so far this
session relating to immigration. The
following are some of the major bills
produced. They all died in committee:

A HB 449 - Public benefits; deny to any
person not lawfully present in the
United States.

A S8B2133 - Public benefits; agencies
administering programs must verify
lawful presence in U.S. of applicants
for benefits.

A SB2144 - Immigration Reform Act of
2009

A SB2396 - Public assistance benefits;
require applicants to verify United
States citizenship or lawful presence to
qualify.

A SB2585 - Motor vehicle license tags;
require proof of citizenship or legal
alien status to obtain.

A SB2598 - Authorize expenditure of
funds for alien children in custody of
Dept. of Human Services.

A SB2948 - Parole; provide for
conditional release of an offender to
U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement.

The League of Women Voters supports a
system for unauthorized immigrants
already in the country to earn legal

status, including citizenship, by paying
taxes, learning English, studying civics
and meetin g other relevant criteria. While
policy reforms, including a path to legal

status, remain unachieved, the League
does not support deporting unauthorized
immigrants who have no history of
criminal activity.

L=

Merit Selection of Judges
2009 Legislative Session
Mary Margaret Bollinger,
Lobby Corps

This was a disappointing legislative
session for us. Two bills were introduced
during the 2009 Legislative Session that
pertained to selection of judges for the
MS Court of Appeals and the Supreme
Court of the state of MS. The bills, HB
493 and HB 713, were virtually
identical; both called for appointment of
judges for the Court of Appeals and
justices for the Supreme Court by the
governor with the advice and consent of
the Senate. Both bills died in
committee. Neither was in conformity
with the LWVMS position which calls for
onomination of
credible, diverse, representative, neutral,
and nonpartisan commission whose

me mber s

In January, Fran Leber and Mary
Margaret Bollinger met with Senator
Gray Tolleson, to request that he
introduce a merit selection bill which he
has done in the past. This year his
comment was, OIlt
this year. 6 We wer e
getting to talk to either Rep. Ed
Blackmon or Rep. Willie Bailey,
Chairmen of the House Judiciary A and
Judiciary B committees, respectively.

justices

serve staggered

doesndt


http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2009/pdf/HB/0400-0499/HB0449IN.pdf
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2009/pdf/SB/2100-2199/SB2133PS.pdf
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/2009/pdf/history/SB/SB2133.xml
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2009/pdf/SB/2100-2199/SB2144PS.pdf
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2009/pdf/SB/2300-2399/SB2396IN.pdf
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2009/pdf/SB/2500-2599/SB2585PS.pdf
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2009/pdf/SB/2500-2599/SB2598PS.pdf
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2009/pdf/SB/2900-2999/SB2948PS.pdf

10
LWVMS 2009 Calendar

May 1, 2009 0 Deadline for the LWVUS to receive consensus response forms from the
study of the National Popular Vote Com pact .

May 5, 2009 - Deadline to return applications for the awards given at Convention (see
page 8 for forms).

May 16 (Sat.) - LWVMS 2009 Convention d Calling all Leaguers!! Come to League's
biennial Convention to choose leaders and programs. Keynote speakers: Dr. Marianne
Hill, Senior Economist, MS Institutions of Higher Learning and Representative Reecy
Dickson, House Select Committee on Poverty, speaking on "Impact on Mississippi's
Economy - Stimulus Funds and Poverty." See enclosed flyer for information.

May 16 (Sat.) - LWVMS Board Meeting to follow Convention. Dr. Mark Russak, a
League Moderator Trainer, will give a short, interactive, presentation. All are welcome!

June 13 (Sat.) - LWVUS VIRTUAL Council 2009: It will last from 12 to 4 Central time.

High speed Internet access and a speaker phone are the basics. Questions? Call Cheryl
Graeve at cgraeve@Ilwv.org

Aug. 25 - Deadline for the September 0 Mi s si s si p pDierdre Pagne, Editor
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Mission:

The League of Women Voters is a
nonpartisan, political organization
that encourages informed and
active participation in government,
works to increase understanding of
major public policy issues, and
influences public policy through
education and advocacy.
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